
28 February 2020

Dear Members and Friends

1. ADSA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING SATURDAY 21ST MARCH 2020

Our organisation, the Asbestos Diseases Society of Australia Incorporated (ADSA) will hold its Annual General 
Meeting (AGM) on Saturday 21st March 2020 at 2:00pm at 11 Royal Street, Osborne Park – City of Stirling Library – 
Osborne Park Community Centre.  The Centre is located almost diagonally across from our office in front of the BP 
service station on the corner of Main and Royal Street and opposite the Osborne Park Hotel car park.  Limited parking 
is available under the Community Centre building off Royal Street.  However, adequate parking can be accessed at 
the car park of the Osborne Park Hotel and the adjacent IGA supermarket opposite our office in Main Street.  All 
members and friends are cordially invited to attend the 2020 AGM.  As always, afternoon tea and light refreshments 
will be served at the conclusion of the AGM.  In addition, there will be an opportunity for members and friends to 
meet with others in a similar predicament to exchange information or valuable experience gained.  To assist us with 
catering arrangements would you please call our office on (08) 9344 4077 by Monday 16th March to confirm your 
attendance at the AGM.  Membership is also now due and can be paid when you arrive at the AGM.

The other formal part of the Agenda, as in previous years, will include receiving reports of the Society activities during 
the preceding financial year, then following with the election of the Office Bearers and the Ordinary Committee 
members of the Asbestos Diseases Society of Australia Inc. for the calendar year 2020.  The current members of the 
Management Committee of the Asbestos Diseases Society of Australia Inc have consented to accept re-nomination for 
the 2020 calendar year.  However, additional nominations will be accepted provided they are in writing and signed by 
two financial members of the ADSA, accompanied by the written acceptance of the nominee who is a financial member 
of the ADSA.  All nominations should be addressed to the Electoral Officer of the ADSA, PO Box 1394, Osborne Park 
6916 and must be received by 5:00pm on 7th March 2020.  

Upon conclusion of the formal part of the Agenda we will hear from several eminent speakers.  Professor Anna Nowak,  
Dr Melvin Chin, Hon. Kate Doust MLC, David Michael MLA Member for Stirling, Dr Greg Deleuil, and Tricia Wong 
from Slater & Gordon have graciously accepted our invitation to the AGM to speak with members and friends.  We are 
also waiting for confirmation from other invited special guests. 

2. 2019 CALENDAR YEAR

Regrettably, the preceding calendar year showed an alarming increase of asbestos caused diseases, and in particular a 
staggering number of mesotheliomas (the world record when considering our population), lung carcinomas and non-
malignant diseases i.e. asbestosis, diffuse pleural fibrosis, and pleural plaques. Sadly, many of our members and friends 
have succumbed to asbestos-causes diseases during the 2019 Calendar Year. More information will be provided at the 
AGM.

Asbestos Diseases Society of Australia Walk for Research and Awareness 2019

Augusta to Perth 10 November 2019 to 15 November 2019. The walkers were greatly received by appreciating local 
communities, in particular the Walk Around Town in Busselton was a successful event with a number of Busselton 
residents participating to fundraise for Mesothelioma medical research. The Walk raised $60,000 to sponsor eminent 
researcher Dr Wee Loong (Melvin) Chin who is being funded by the ADSA PhD Scholarship in Mesothelioma. Read 
about our adventures by visiting www.adsawalk.org.au and have a look at the big cheque picture on page 3.

Asbestos Awareness Week 2019

ADSA’s Asbestos Awareness Week 2019 focused on our first Asbestos Awareness Week in 1985 to show just how far 
we have come in the struggle for justice in the last 35 years.  Our organisation was concerned with the onset of the 
Third Wave of Asbestos Diseases that we are now seeing diagnosed in larger numbers than were expected at the 
commencement of the Third Wave.  The ADSA also ran an awareness information inclusion in the West Australian 
newspaper and Have A Go News.  



Asbestos Safety and Eradication Agency (ASEA) - Asbestos Safety 2019 Conference Perth 11 – 13 November 2019

The conference provided a unique opportunity for the community 

in general and asbestos management groups to come together, 

exchange information and share ideas with over 300 domestic 

and international professionals from a range of sectors on topics 

such as workers’ health and safety, public health, the role of the 

non-government sector, and international campaign work.   The 

ASEA launched Australia’s National Strategic Plan for Asbestos 

Awareness and Management 2019-2023 which includes the roles 

and responsibilities of those in the asbestos management working 

together toward preventing exposure to asbestos fibres.  The ADSA 

speakers Robert, Rose Marie, Melita Markey, and Dr Deleuil, 

provided information on asbestos issues and focused on 40 years of struggle for justice, the recognition of asbestos 

diseases, fair and just compensation and total commitment to asbestos diseases patients and their families.

Ecumenical Memorial Service 22nd November 2019

The Ecumenical Memorial Service 2019 was greatly appreciated by a large number of people and the Church was filled 

to capacity. The memorial photo presentation on the screen was also well received and more families have provided 

photographs of their passed loved one. We will definitely continue with the screen presentation at the next service, 

which will be on Friday 27th November 2020.

ADSA Christmas Picnic at Whiteman Park 1st December 2019
Over 400 members and friends attended the ADSA Annual Christmas Picnic at Whiteman Park on 1st December 2019.  
It was a great day and amenities were very conducive to the enjoyment of members and friends.  Father Christmas gave 
at least 100+ gifts which were provided by parents prior to Santa attending his throne. The announcement of funds 
raised through the annual Walk for Medical Research amounted to the tune of $60,000 (big cheque photo on next 
page). This was a tremendous effort and many thanks to participants in the Walk, and in particular Simone.

3. NATIONAL CENTRE FOR ASBESTOS RELATED DISEASES (NCARD) - MEDICAL RESEARCH

Medical Research update by Prof Anna Nowak, The National Centre for Asbestos Related Diseases:
Our team is busy gearing up for the International Mesothelioma Interest Group meeting. This is the main 
mesothelioma conference worldwide which is held every two years, rotating through Europe, North America, and ‘Rest 
of World’. For the 2020 meeting, Australia successfully bid to hold the conference, and it will be in Brisbane in March. 
I am co-convenor of the meeting together with Professor Ken O’Byrne, a medical oncologist in Brisbane. Because the 
conference was held in Perth almost 20 years ago, it’s not our turn again yet!  Most of our team will be going to Brisbane 
for this three-day conference, a wonderful opportunity because it is in Australia and therefore more affordable for us to 
attend. At last count, our team is giving fifteen oral presentations and numerous poster presentations, which will be a 
wonderful opportunity to showcase WA research. Of course, we’ll also be paying close attention to all the science and 
clinical trials that will be presented from elsewhere, and spending time with our colleagues who are equally passionate 
about understanding and finding better treatments for mesothelioma. 
In another piece of news, the ANTHEM clinical trial is now open at Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital. This study is 
testing a medication, Anamorelin, which mimics the natural ‘hunger hormone’ Ghrelin. We know that people with 
mesothelioma can often lose a lot of weight, have trouble maintaining their weight, or experience a poor appetite. This 
medication has been previously tested in people with a cancer diagnosis, and may be helpful in improving appetite, 
weight, and quality of life. Sharing meals with friends and family is such an important human activity! The ANTHEM 
trial is looking at whether three weeks of Anamorelin is able to achieve all this in people with mesothelioma. Dr Fraser 
Brims from Respiratory Medicine at SCGH is leading the study, but people can be referred through their oncologist 
at SCGH or from private practices. Also, watch this space for two new mesothelioma treatment trials which should be 
available within the next few months at Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital.



4. WORKSHOP ON LIVING WELL WITH MESOTHELIOMA MONDAY 23RD MARCH 2020 10:45AM
Liz Darlinson EN RN BSc MSc MBE, Head of Services Mesothelioma UK, and Consultant Nurse University 
Hospitals of Leicester, is coming to Perth on Monday March 23 to run a workshop for our patients on living well with 
Mesothelioma. Liz has worked with many patients as the incidence of Mesothelioma is very high in the UK and has 
worked on many treatment trials to develop a range of practices to enhance the wellness of patients. Please join us at 
10:45am for an 11am start on Monday March 23rd for the workshop followed by a lunch catch up with us all at the 

ADSA & Liz.  RSVP by Monday 16th March on 1800 646 690 or email reception@asbestosdiseases.org.au

5. ASBESTOS COMPENSATION BILL 2013 Provisional Damages & Benefits to Disabled Relatives
As previously mentioned in numerous newsletters since 2013, this particular Legislation seems to be heading nowhere. 
The Hon. John Quigley, Attorney General, visited our office as a part of the Community Cabinet Program on Monday 
28th May 2018. To our understanding, the 2013 Bill was sent to the Insurance Commission of Western Australia 
(ICWA) for assessment of the likely liability to ICWA which may directly affect the State of Western Australia. 
The former Liberal government Attorney General the Hon. Michael Mischin used clever tactics to frustrate the 
2013 Bill and prior to the last State Election he told me that the Bill was sent to ICWA for assessment of liability 
to Government. Our organisation has over the years experienced appalling disregard by ICWA and in particular 
offensive innuendos about asbestos diseases victims and their families. ICWA has written many letters over the 
years to State Governments about how our organisation is continuing to financially damage ICWA through ADSA 
members receiving compensation for “non-existing” asbestos conditions. One of the letters in our possession states 
that some of the 500 workers who allegedly were seeking damages for asbestos conditions which many simply did not 
have. Amongst other things they have recommended to Governments that the Workers Compensation Act should 
be amended as follows: (1) That the determination of the then Pneumoconiosis Medical Panel within the Worker’s 
Compensation Act no longer be binding upon the parties; (2) all existing determinations of the Pneumoconiosis 
Medical Panel can be reassessed and compensation adjusted accordingly; (3) any disputes should be decided by 
the Worker’s Compensation Board. The Amendments should be initiated urgently and before any of the actions 
currently before the Courts are decided so that they are not seen as a response to any particular decision. ICWA 
also have impugned by inference the Medical Panel of wrongdoing and amongst other things recommended 
consideration to provide specific legislative protection to the Medical Panel Members against negligence actions 
(surely our West Australian doctors are beyond reproach and inference of wrongdoing of the Medical Panel should 
have brought charges against misguided officers of ICWA). Therefore, our organisation has no confidence that ICWA 
will provide information at an arm’s length review of the actual liability to the State of Western Australia. I also had 
the opportunity to mention to Hon. John Quigley, Attorney General, during our visit, that the likely liability to the 
State will be in the vicinity of around 5% or less should the current compensation bill be legislated. Also I mentioned 
that the majority of the compensation claims will be with James Hardie (some 75%), and the other 20% to various 

entities other than ICWA.  

The members of the ADSA would like to know why the Bill has not been passed through Parliament as yet.
6. AUTUMN FUNDRAISING RAFFLE Drawn on 20th May at the ADSA Office at 2pm
The Autumn raffle tickets are now on sale with the draw on 20th May 2020. Raffle tickets are $2.50, 1st Prize $20,000. 
We would greatly appreciate assistance from members and friends to disseminate a book of ten tickets amongst their 
friends and acquaintances.  All funds raised by our raffles are used to maintain the support services for ADSA 

members and for the purchase of equipment to enhance Dr Deleuil’s ability to provide assistance to our members. 

ADSA Walk 2019 Giant Cheque Presentation and big group photo at the ADSA Christmas Picnic



7. PERIODIC EXAMINATIONS OF PERSONS EXPOSED TO ASBESTOS

It is regrettable that persons employed in various mining enterprises have presented with silicosis - in the broader term, 
pneumoconiosis. Our organisation, from the early 1980’s, was extremely vocal about the likelihood of silicosis being 
prevalent similar to asbestos. Silicosis in itself, in early stages, is a non-malignant disease, however with the passage 
of time, if untreated or being diagnosed at late stages it is very hard to be treated.  Asbestos caused malignant diseases 
are also increasing and early detection of such diseases is of absolute necessity to commence suitable treatment.  Lung 
Cancer, in particular, has excellent treatment options if detected early (it is important to stop smoking) and in many 
instances lives will be saved.  Mesothelioma appears to be a more complex disease and in this regard early detection 
is crucial for consideration of the treatment options.  Therefore we strongly recommend regular check-ups. Every 
Tuesday and Thursday from 10am to 1pm, Dr Deleuil is available for consultation.  Please phone our office on (08) 

9344 4077 or email reception@asbestosdiseases.org.au to arrange your appointments. Respiratory diseases affect 
1 in 4 Australians, in particular Western Australia has the highest number of mesothelioma cases in the world 
and this also seems to be the case with other asbestos caused diseases.

8. AMBROSE 4 FUNDRAISING GOLF TOURNAMENT SUNDAY 21ST FEBRUARY 2021

The Ambrose 4 Fundraising Golf Day to raise funds for mesothelioma medical research has been arranged by our 

Vice President Dave Hall and will be held at Meadow Springs Golf and Country Club in Mandurah on Sunday 21st 

February 2021.  Ambrose 4 rules will apply, that means teams of 4 players and the closest ball to the flag of the team 

will be considered. Our Vice President Dave Hall is working hard to acquire as many sponsors as possible so that 

asbestos diseases medical research fundraising can be enhanced. There is a special HOLE IN ONE prize for a lucky 

golfer and there will be a host of items which can be obtained by buying raffle tickets or auction.  There is a limit of 

25 teams of 4, contact the ADSA Office on (08) 9344 4077 to register your interest in attending.  We would greatly 

appreciate to see as many of our members and friends either participating in the popular fundraising tournament 

or coming later to Meadow Springs Golf Club around 11:45am to enjoy our delicious beef sausages and take the 

opportunity to take part in the auctions and raffles for the magnificent prizes.

9. NBN - PHONE AND EMAIL ADDRESS UPDATE

Dear Members if you have had the NBN come through and your contact details have changed please contact the 

ADSA Office on (08) 9344 4077, 1800 646 690, or email reception@asbestosdiseases.org.au

For now, my very best wishes and kindest regards,

Robert Vojakovic AM JP
PRESIDENT

Very Best Wishes to members, 

friends, and families for a 

peaceful and pleasant Easter 

President, Committee and Staff


